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	Location: 
	4km south of Bowmore, Isle of Islay

	Council Area(s):
	Argyll & Bute

	OS Grid Reference: 
	NR 320 550 (OS 1:50000 Sheet no. 60)

	Area (ha): 
	574

	Date Notified SSSI: 
	19 June 1984  (SPA & Ramsar Site - 14 July 1988; NNR - 30 April 1993; cSAC - 20 June 1995)

	Other Designations: 
	National Nature Reserve (360.2ha), Special Protection Area, Ramsar site, candidate Special Area of Conservation (almost entire area)

	Tenure: 
	1 owner, 2 tenants, 1 wayleave, 2 peat cutting rights

	Management Agreements: 
	2 nature reserve agreements under Section 16 National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949; 2 agreements under Section 15, Countryside (Scotland) Act 1968 covering 228.5ha

	Summary Description/Evaluation

	Eilean na Muice Duibhe, popularly known as Duich Moss, is a site of both national and international importance for its peatland habitat and for its significance as a roost site for Greenland white-fronted geese.

The site is an extensive area of active blanket bog, a habitat listed as ‘priority’ on Annex I of the EC Habitats Directive.  The area has a well developed bog structure, with lochans and ridges interrupting the relatively flat surface.  The bog is dependent on the maintenance of a high water table to support its rich peatland flora which contains a high proportion of bog mosses (sphagna) , but also includes plants such as sundews, heather, bog myrtle, cotton grasses and a range of sedges.  The quality of the undisturbed area of blanket bog has resulted in Duich Moss being recognised as a candidate Special Area of Conservation under the EC Habitats Directive.  In addition to the bog habitat, the northern fringe of the site contains semi-natural woodland and scrub.

Internationally important numbers of Greenland white-fronted geese (4% of the world population) roost on and around the bog pools during the winter, thus qualifying the site as a Special Protection Area under the EC Birds Directive and as a Ramsar Site under the Convention on Wetlands of International Importance.  Other important species which occur on the site include red-throated diver, merlin, golden plover, whooper swan and hen harrier.



	Past Land Use

	The traditional use of the site has been as rough grazing for sheep.  Shooting, particularly of wildfowl, has also taken place on the site.

Peat cutting for domestic fuel is an established practice on the moss.  Considerable controversy arose in the 1980s when commercial peat extraction for whisky production was proposed.  The Nature Conservancy Council objected to this development because of the damage that drainage and peat removal would cause to the natural condition of the bog habitat - peat acts as a bog’s living skin, protecting the water table from drying out and sustaining the vegetation.  Eventually, a mutually acceptable settlement was reached in which the NCC purchased peat cutting rights at Castlehill from where the distilling company could extract peat on a commercial basis.  Twenty-two hectares of Duich Moss were damaged directly by the drainage works carried out.  It is likely that the lowering of the water table in this area also affected a significant proportion of the remainder of the site.



	Present Management

	Duich Moss is now being managed for nature conservation through management agreements with the owners and occupiers.  Sheep still graze the site, but this is controlled so that the natural bog vegetation can regenerate without risk of localised poaching or overgrazing.  

Peat cutting is also limited by agreement so that the water table is protected from the drying elements and can be maintained close to the bog surface.  At Torra, where the commercial peat extraction in the late 1980s caused significant drying out of the bog surface, remedial work is underway to restore the water table to former levels by blocking drains, ditches and peat cuttings with peat bunds and oaken dams.  This has been ongoing since 1993 and early indications are that the water table is rising and that the natural peatland vegetation is starting to return to the rewetted areas of the bog surface.



	Principal Factors Influencing Management

	· SNH have national and international obligations to protect the site because it is a SSSI, cSAC, SPA and a Ramsar Site.  This involves protecting the internationally important features, namely the blanket bog habitat and the population of roosting Greenland white-fronted geese.

· Water continues to be lost from the site from Torra peat cuttings and other old drains.

· Rhododendron is invading parts of the site, although this is currently occurring at manageable levels.



	Long Term Objectives for Management

	· Restoration and maintenance of the blanket bog habitat is the highest nature conservation priority.  The quality of this habitat underpins the ecological functioning of the site.

· Maintain the habitat to sustain the internationally important roosting population of Greenland white-fronted geese on the site.

· Manage the habitat to favour all species of natural heritage interest.

Key Management Requirements
· Continue remedial damming work at Torra to restore water levels, allow roads currently acting as large drainage ditches to fall into disrepair and flood.

· Monitor the level of the water table with water logging instrumentation.

· Assess the need for damming work elsewhere on the site.

· Monitor use of the site by Greenland white-fronted geese.

· Monitor rhododendron invasion and control as necessary, working towards its eradication from the site.

· Remove rubbish and debris from the site of the (now dismantled) Torra shed.

· Maintain habitat monitoring of the site at 5 yearly intervals to check the extent of key vegetation communities.  A full National Vegetation Classification Survey of the site was carried out in 1994.


This Statement, which provides advice on recommended management for this SSSI, does not affect, or form part of its statutory notification.
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This annex provides extra information about Eilean na Muice Duibhe candidate Special Area of Conservation,  Eilean na Muice Duibhe SSSI, and other SSSIs associated with it.

Component SSSIs of  cSAC 

· Eilean na Muice Duibhe

Total Area of cSAC: 
 568.07ha

Qualifying European features

· Blanket Bogs

· Depressions on Peat Substrates

Management objectives

SNH’s long-term objective is to maintain the European features on the candidate SAC in favourable condition, where they occur on the component SSSIs.  This will normally be achieved by the management objectives and priorities already set out in the Management Statement.

This Statement, which provides advice on recommended management for this SSSI, does not affect, or form part of its statutory notification.
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This annex provides extra information about Eilean na Muice Duibhe Special Protection Area,  Eilean na Muice Duibhe SSSI, and other SSSIs associated with it.

Component SSSIs of SPA

· Eilean na Muice Duibhe

Total Area of SPA:
 576.42ha 

Qualifying European features
· Greenland White-fronted Goose

Management objectives

SNH’s long-term objective is to maintain the European features on the SPA in favourable condition, where they occur on the component SSSIs.  This will normally be achieved by the management objectives and priorities already set out in the Management Statement 

This Statement, which provides advice on recommended management for this SSSI, does not affect, or form part of its statutory notification.
