A Petition from Scottish Beef Farmers to The European Commission calling for a common sense approach based on sound science for the use of vaccine to protect livestock in Scotland from encroaching Blue Tongue Virus Strain 8. 

We, the undersigned, call upon the European Commission: 


1. Permit vaccination against Bluetongue Virus serotype 8, with inactivated licenced vaccine, in a Bluetongue-free country/region such as Scotland BEFORE the disease arrives and without the requirement to declare that country/region as a Protection Zone. 

2. That vaccination should be used to protect against Blue Tongue virus in Scotland as a Free Zone, therefore gaining Scotland the status of ‘vaccinated free of virus’.   
3. That, in the event of the Surveillance Zone encroaching into Scotland before Bluetongue vaccination can be achieved, vaccination against Bluetongue virus should be permitted without the consequences of that area being designated a Protection Zone.  

Please enter your name: _________________________________________________

Your email address: ____________________________________________________

Address line one: ______________________________________________________

Address line two: ______________________________________________________

Town: _______________________________________________________________

Postcode: ____________________________________________________________

Signature: ____________________________________________________________

By entering your details, you agree to your name and town being shown on our list of signatories.
To be entered into Email;

To date, the European Commission (EC) has refused to alter its damaging rules which forbid Bluetongue vaccination in a Bluetongue-free country or region. Unless, that is, that country or region declares itself to be a Protection Zone. The consequences of that are that free movement of animals into that zone from all other Protection Zones has to follow. The Vector Free Period (when midges are decreed to be inactive) ended 15th March 2008.   The result would be a serious risk for Bluetongue to enter and spread within Scotland for some 6 weeks before vaccination could be fully effective. This makes no scientific sense.

It is understood that the EC has concerns about the use of live vaccines in other countries that may have lead to the spread of disease. But it is emphatically not live vaccine, but inactivated vaccine, that would be used in the UK and Bluetongue-free Scotland in particular.

It is also alleged that the EC has concerns that the vaccine that will be available is not a DIVA (marker) vaccine that can distinguish between an infected and a vaccinated animal. But in the context of Bluetongue-free Scotland this is not an over-riding issue. If Scotland begins its vaccination programme with compulsory vaccination starting from the Border with England and working northwards, there will a negligible chance of Bluetongue Disease affecting its livestock. In the event that Bluetongue Disease was suspected in a vaccinated animal, that animal can still be tested for viraemia using PCR technology.
We should not refuse to use vaccination in the area adjacent to the protection (infected) zone simply so that we can monitor the progress of disease in unvaccinated animals by the appearance of typical symptoms of bluetongue disease (mild or atypical cases are not at present looked for in clinical surveillance), thus leaving susceptible animals to allow continuing spread of disease. Surveillance should be by molecular screening for BTV RNA by PCR.

